Henry Ford Allegiance Health Contributes $1 Million to
Jackson YMCA Capital Campaign
Major gift in Healthy Heart Month, largest in HFAH history,
includes Wellness Center naming rights
JACKSON, Mich., Feb. 11, 2020 – The Jackson YMCA and Henry Ford Allegiance Health
(HFAH) announced the health system has pledged $1 million to the Y’s campaign to build a
new facility and create a healthy living campus in the heart of Jackson. The contribution, the
largest gift in the organization’s history, quickly follows the Consumers Energy Foundation’s
announcement last month of a matching capital campaign grant of up to $3 million; the HFAH
contribution includes naming rights to the Wellness Center in the new facility.
“Henry Ford Allegiance Health has long been dedicated to improving the health and wellness
of the community, and we are pleased to partner with the Jackson YMCA,” said Henry Ford
Allegiance Health President and CEO Paula Autry. “We are proud to answer the challenge
grant with a significant investment in the new Y facility and our community, particularly during
Healthy Heart Month. Physical activity is a key component of overall well-being, and the
Wellness Center is an ideal fit for our organization.”
The Jackson YMCA is well over halfway through a $25 million fundraising effort to replace its
58-year-old downtown building with a new state-of-the-art facility. The $1 million pledge from
HFAH, along with the $3 million matching grant, brings the total pledged contributions to
$18.1 million.
“We believe positive, lasting change can only come about when we work with others, and we
share Henry Ford Allegiance Health’s dedication to improving the health of Jackson,” said
Jackson YMCA CEO Shawna Tello. “This incredibly generous gift affirms our vision to build a
new Y and create a healthy living campus in the heart of our community.”
The Jackson YMCA is now in Phase II of a three-phase capital campaign. The current phase
focuses on identifying collaborative partners whose expertise will expand the scope of the Y’s
vision for a healthy living campus. This phase is expected to wrap up by the third quarter of
2020. The final phase, focused on identifying programming and space needs of collaborating
agencies, is expected to conclude by the end of the year; following the successful conclusion
of Phase III, construction would begin in 2021.

